Annual Parish Meeting
Of
Groby Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Groby Parish Council held at 7.00pm on
Monday 9" May 2005 at the Parish Council Chamber, Leicester Road, Groby.

Cou/458/04-05 Present.

Members: Clir Hagan (Chairman), Cllrs. Batty, Beck, Coates, Dickson, Emmerson, Hodges, Jones, Kennard,
Lock, Purves, Yarwood and Y ork.

Clerk Mr JH Flower. County Councillor Fraser (Part). Borough Councillor Collins (Part). PC Kelley (Part). Mr M
Cartwright, Chairman Parish Plan Steering Group. Members of the Public.

Cou/459/04-05 Apologiesfor Absence.

Cllirs. Allison, Hollick and Marvin.

Cou/460/04-05 Minutes 28" May 2004.

Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 24™ May 2004, copies of which had
been previoudly circulated to members, be agreed asatruerecord:

Cou/461/04-05 Chairman’s Address.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, and recapped the previous years achievements by the
Council.

Recent Achievements:

e Theimplementation of the Dog Warden Service to reduce incidents of dog fouling
and make the village a safer place for children and adults alike.

New play equipment for Marina/Castell Park.

New Bus Shelter on Leicester Road/Pymm Ley Lane.

New flowerbeds on Ratby Road and boxes at Field Head.

Provision of lamppost hanging baskets.

Thanks to afantastic and concerted effort by al involved Groby achieved ‘ runner up’
in the Small Town Category of the East Midlands in Bloom competition.

Planned | mprovements:

Ongoing Protection of Parish Council owned land.
CCTV for the Village Centre and wider if possible.
Footpaths upgrading Marina/Castell Park.

New play equipment planned for Field Head.

New or upgraded Parish Council Notice Boards.

Other issues:

Groby Parish Council is striving towards ‘ Quality Parish Council’ status.

e Substantial increase in precept was planned for and agreed for the improvement of
services, which the Council strives to offer.

e  Parish Plan in progress.

e A constructive Joint Meeting has been held with the local youths and the Police,
where the Chairman was impressed with the level of wiliness and involvement shown



by the youths of the village and hoped that this would lead to a better understanding
of their issues.

e Car parking within the village centre, the Parish Council are investigating the
possible use of the car park on Quarry playing fields to ease the problem

o  Other traffic problems that may arise form the work involved in widening the M1 and
the congestion at the A46/A50 island

e Planning application on land of Newtown Linford Lane known as the Klondyke, this
issue had caused the cancellation of two Parish Council meetings but was finally
discussed and considered by the Council on its merits as being able to be devel oped
or not, as a consultee’s of HBBC.

The Chairman stated that it had been a privilege, pleasure and an honour to serve as Chairman and he had

fostered open debate and discussion during Council meetings. He thanked everyone for their attendance
tonight.

Cou/462/04-05 Questions from Members and the Public.

A resident made the point that a number of residents had been active campaigners for the pedestrian crossing
at Field Head, The Chairman accepted this and did not intend any disrespect to them by omitting it. It had not
yet been completed so hopefully thistime next year it will be.

A resident stated in his opinion that the Council had not taken as active arole in the travellers site as had other
Councils; namely Glenfield. The same resident quoted that unauthorised dumping was taking place at the
Field Head tip, the Chairman was unaware of this but ClIr Batty stated that he had asked the Clerk to have an
item on the agenda at the next meeting on this subject plus residents had received |eaflets through their doors.
CllIr Batty aso reported that a resident had contacted the County Council who had passed the issue to the
environment agency for them to investigate.

ClIr Purves stated that we would not be informed what investigations are currently being carried out; she
would bring it up at the next landfill liaison meeting.

A resident asked why the Chairman had not called a special meeting about the travellers: he replied
specifically that no person or Councillor, especialy ClIr Batty, had requested one, plus he felt that would be
counterproductive.

Clir Batty felt that we should have taken the lead and we did not do it, the meeting that had happened on this
subject was organised mainly by the residents group, viaits activities and leafleting he felt that the public now
had a better understanding of the issues as a result. Chairman replied that as a Councillor, Mr Batty could
have called a special meeting and avoided the position Councillors and members of the public had been
placed into through, too small venues.

A resident felt that she was concerned as a villager that Groby was portrayed as a fascist community in the
way that the travellersissue has been dealt with, Clir Batty replied that he was only against the planning
within an area that no one else would be allowed to develop.

Clir York and ClIr Hollick reported developments on the site and raised the issue in December 2004 with
HBBC Planning enforcement department.

Clir Y ork stated that as a consultee we have to tread carefully so as not to be accused of prejudging the issue
and she supported the Chairman’s comments. The Chairman stated that the Council had put forward a
detailed response to HBBC outlining this Council’ s objections, plus a request for additional time so asto
alow as many residents as possible to have time to give their comments on the specific planning application.
Clir Batty stated that he had been informed that the application would not be heard until June or July.



Chairman



